
Vicar’s Reflection on John 20:19-31 
 
Jesus shows up through locked doors, John writes.  It is the evening of resurrection morning. It 
is the evening of the morning when Jesus appears outside of the tomb, when Mary Magdalene 
sees him.   
 
Why the evening?  For most of us mornings are better.  Mornings are ripe with possibilities, 
coffee, and fresh starts.  If the intentions of my morning self could last until evening, I would 
have an immaculately clean house, be the most fit middle-age woman on the planet and have 
given all my worldly goods and energies to others.  But alas, the day edges towards 
evening.  Energies fade, fears set in, and what was possible in the morning seems fanciful, 
impossible by eventide.   
 
On the resurrection evening, as John describes it, defenses are up, fears and doubts 
are high, when Jesus shows up within their locked doors.   “Peace be with you,” Jesus 
says.  He says “peace” three times to those evening ears.  Jesus isn’t expecting to find 
morning disciples, like Peter and the other disciple who that morning had run towards 
the empty tomb.  In that evening moment, Jesus is not looking to commission 
evangelists to spread the word, like in Matthew’s gospel.  Jesus doesn’t show up 
seeking a Herculean response.  Jesus comes bringing, peace, forgiveness, and 
presence, and in response he asks that these disciples come to believe in what he 
brings.  
 
As we are living behind locked doors, under stay-at-home orders, how are we seeing 
Jesus show up in our evenings, in darker parts of our days? I would love to hear if you 
would like to share.  For me it is happening in evening prayers, in those simple prayer 
phrases, like “the Lord is my shepherd I shall not want,” or from Compline, “Keep Watch 
dear Lord, with those who work, or watch or weep this night. . . “;   
  
and in evening walks.  Walking is becoming a saving grace for many in these times. As 
soon as Mark and I finish dinner, before the dishes are done, we walk around our 
neighborhood.  He holds the dog on the leash, while I walk fast, working out all the 
sitting from the day.  Walking does all sorts of good things for us. Walking benefits our 
bodies, our brains, our emotions, and our relationships.  Walking even has a kind of 
mapping, a GPS function according to Shane O’Mara, who wrote a book, In Praise of 
Walking: A Scientific Exploration.  Walking in a dark room, moving around the spaces, 
we are able to navigate through the darkness.  Walking helps us to see more 
clearly.  Walking takes us outside of our physical rooms, and it has the potential to open 
those emotional and spiritual ones that tend to act like closed and locked doors.  
 
We might have expected that the risen Jesus would appear to the disciples, while they 
are walking and talking together, like on the road to Emmaus.  Jesus is always walking 
and talking with his disciples. But today, when Jesus shows up in the evening, 
unaffected by doubting minds and locked doors, we remember that the energy of Easter 
morning lives on! 


